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Madeline Bell is the President and CEO of Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP), one of 
the top-ranked children’s hospitals in the United States. In this role she oversees 14,000 
employees in the Hospital’s $2.5-billion-a-year health system and research institute. Prior 
to being promoted to CEO in July 2015, Ms. Bell served as CHOP’s Chief Operating Officer for 
eight years. During her tenure as COO, she led significant growth while maintaining the 
financial strength and clinical excellence of the organization.

Ms. Bell began her career as a pediatric nurse at CHOP in 1983, later leaving the organiza-
tion to move into hospital administration. She returned to CHOP in 1995 to lead Home Care 
and Case Management, and has since held a number of leadership positions, advancing 
from Vice President to Senior Vice President to Executive Vice President to Chief Operating 
Officer. In 2015, she assumed the title of President and CEO.

A mission-driven leader who is nationally recognized for hospital operational excellence, 
Ms. Bell has made numerous contributions to CHOP, including the development of one of 
the largest pediatric ambulatory networks in the country, the implementation of a 

single-platform electronic health record, the expansion of the Hospital’s 4-million-square-foot campus, and the develop-
ment of many nationally recognized clinical and family-centered care programs. She has also secured many philanthropic 
gifts to help further the institution’s mission. Throughout her career, Ms. Bell has been a champion for cultural change and 
patient safety at CHOP. Her background in patient care has given her a deep appreciation for the clinical world, and she 
always stays focused on improving care for children.

A longtime mentor for aspiring leaders, Ms. Bell makes diversity and inclusion a top priority by leading initiatives that support 
growth opportunities for underrepresented individuals at CHOP and throughout our community. She also authors the blog 
Heels of Success (heelsofsuccess.com), offering guidance to ambitious women on how to elevate themselves in the work-
place, balance the demands of work and family, and pursue their ideal careers. She created the blog to address many of 
the questions young women have about achieving success in their careers – and she hopes that it will ultimately lead to 
greater representation of women in the C-suite and on boards.

Ms. Bell is the Chair of the Children’s Hospital Association, for which she has served as a board member since 2012. She also 
serves on the boards of Comcast, the Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics, and Solutions for Patient Safety. In addi-
tion to her board positions, Ms. Bell serves as Chair of the Economic and Community Advisory Council for the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Philadelphia and also serves on the Villanova University College of Nursing Board of Consulters and the 
Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce CEO Council for Growth. She is an adviser to numerous international hospitals 
and frequently lectures on the topic of children’s healthcare. She previously served on the boards of the Schuylkill River 
Development Corporation and the University City District.

Ms. Bell is a native of the Philadelphia area. She holds a bachelor of science in Nursing and an honorary doctorate in 
Humane Letters from Villanova University, as well as a master of science in Organizational Dynamics from the University of 
Pennsylvania.

Madeline Bell
President & CEO, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
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Jay Storm is the Chief of Neurosurgery at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) and 
an attending neurosurgeon specializing in pediatric brain tumors. Dr. Storm performs surgery 
on every type of brain tumor, but has a particular interest in low-grade gliomas, medulloblas-
tomas and atypical teratoid rhabdoid tumors (AT/RT) as well as skull-base tumors such as 
acoustic neuromas, craniopharyngiomas, and large ependymomas in cerebellopontine 
angle. Dr. Storm and his rhinologist colleagues are leaders in the field of endoscopic skull 
base surgeries for pediatric patients.
 
Dr. Storm is co-Director of the Center for Data-Driven Discovery in Biomedicine (D3b) with 
Adam Resnick, Ph.D. The Center’s mission is to build and support a transformative healthcare 
discovery ecosystem providing innovative care for all children through collaborative, 
data-driven science. The vision of D3b is to provide breakthroughs for every child, every time, 
everywhere. The Center supports several research units focused on clinical research, clinical 
informatics and digital health, biospecimens, molecular diagnostics, pre-clinical testing, 
computational biology and bioinformatics, scientific computing and data security.
 

The vanguard pediatric research program in D3b is a multi-institutional research consortia called the Children’s Brain Tumor 
Tissue Consortium (CBTTC). Dr. Storm is a principal investigator and executive board member. The CBTTC is the largest 
clinically and genomically annotated biorepository of pediatric central nervous system (CNS) tumors in the world. The 
fifteen member institutions have created a state-of-the art network of informatics and data applications that allow 
researchers from around the world to work together to discover cures.  The consortium is poised to make a significant 
impact in discovery of effective therapeutics for pediatric CNS tumors. The CBTTC is a model for collaborative pediatric 
cancer research that will accelerate cures for children with CNS tumors.
 
The first adult multi-institutional research program supported by D3b is the Philadelphia Coalition for a Cure (PC4C), a newly 
formed multi-institutional cooperative clinical diagnostics and research initiative dedicated to the study and diagnosis of 
brain tumors. Dr. Storm is a principal investigator in the consortium. The goal of The PC4C aims to improve outcomes for 
patients with cancer and support a shared growing data-driven discovery ecosystem through the coordinated and collab-
orative efforts of the Philadelphia area neurosurgical clinical and research programs in partnerships with diverse non-profit 
and commercial stakeholders along with patients and their families.
 
D3b is also an active participant in the Pediatric Neuro-Oncology Consortium (PNOC) a clinical trial consortium of over 15 
pediatric institutions. In PNOC, the focus is personalized medicine clinical trials – testing new therapies that are specific to 
the biology of each patient’s tumor to maximize their effectiveness.
 
Two data platform initiatives D3b  has been working on are, CAVATICA and PedcBioportal. CAVATICA is a data analysis and 
sharing platform designed to accelerate discovery in a scalable, cloud-based compute environment where data, results, 
and workflows are shared among the world's research community. CAVATICA and its partners continuously seek to find 
ways to collaborate, share, interoperate, and connect with any and all other data platforms in order to empower data across 
diseases, ages, and geography supporting researchers and patients across the United States and throughout the world.
 
PedcBioportal is another of our open access platform initiatives that contains both pediatric and adult cancer data.  The 
PedcBioPortal for Childhood Cancer Genomics is an instance of cBioPortal supporting the curation and pan-cancer integra-
tion of public, pediatric cancer genomics data sets as well as 'open science' initiatives of consortia-based efforts including 
the CBTTC, PNOC, and the St. Baldrick Pediatric Stand Up 2 Cancer Dream Team. PedcBioPortal is an integrated platform 
linking data visualization to available biospecimens and cloud-based computation.

Jay Storm, MD
Chief of the Division of Neurosurgery, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
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Patrick Soon-Shiong, MD, a physician, surgeon, researcher, philanthropist and scientist, invent-
ed and developed the revolutionary drug Abraxane, which has received FDA approval for the 
treatment of metastatic breast cancer, lung cancer and advanced pancreatic cancer. Abraxane 
is the only drug of its kind to be approved in first line therapies across this broad spectrum of 
tumors in both the U.S. and E.U. Over the course of Dr. Soon-Shiong’s career, he has pioneered 
novel therapies for both diabetes and cancer, published over 100 scientific papers, and has 
issued over 230 patents worldwide for groundbreaking advancements spanning myriad fields of 
technology and medicine. As a surgeon, Dr. Soon-Shiong performed the world’s first encapsulat-
ed human islet transplant, the first engineered islet cell transplant and the first pig to man islet 
cell transplant in diabetic patients.
 
In the early 1990’s, Dr. Soon-Shiong pursued the science of stem cell and nanotechnology at 
NASA, performing experiments as part of the Shuttle program. Soon-Shiong’s path to cancer 
research began while doing research for NASA that involved harnessing stem cells to make insu-

lin. In 1991, he founded a biotechnology company to develop a novel nanoparticle anticancer drug with the concept of using 
“the tumors biology against itself”.
 
From 1997- 2010, Dr. Soon-Shiong served as Founder, Chairman and CEO of two global pharmaceutical companies: American 
Pharmaceutical Partners and Abraxis BioScience. In 2008, Dr. Soon-Shiong sold American Pharmaceutical Partners (NAS-
DAQ: APP) to Fresenius for approximately $4.6 billion and in 2010, sold Abraxis Bio Science to Celgene for approximately $3.8 
billion.
 
In January 2016, Dr. Soon-Shiong announced the formation of Cancer MoonShot 2020, a comprehensive collaboration of 
researchers, insurers, academic institutions and pharmaceutical companies that seeks to accelerate the potential of com-
bination immunotherapy in the treatment of cancer. The initiative has a goal of initiating Phase 2 trials in 20,000 cancer 
patients within the next four years in addition to launching a revolutionary molecular diagnostic test. Known as GPS Cancer, 
the test enables analysis of the whole genome and target proteomics, transcending genomics to the era of clinic proteom-
ics in cancer.
 
Dr. Soon-Shiong currently serves as Chairman and CEO of NantWorks, an ecosystem of companies aiming to create trans-
formative global health information and next-generation pharma development network. Under the NantWorks umbrella, 
Soon-Shiong also currently serves as Chairman and CEO of NantKwest (NK), a Nasdaq listed immunotherapy company 
focusing on Natural Killer cells, and Chairman and CEO of NantHealth (NH), a Nasdaq listed transformational healthcare 
company converging biomolecular medicine and bioinformatics with technology services to empower physicians, patients, 
payers, pharma and researchers to transcend the traditional barriers of today’s healthcare system.
 
Dr. Soon-Shiong is Chairman of the Chan Soon-Shiong Family Foundation and of the Chan Soon-Shiong Institute of Molecu-
lar Medicine, a non-profit medical research organization. He co-chairs the CEO Council for Health and Innovation at the 
Bipartisan Policy Center, is the Executive Director of the UCLA Wireless Health Institute and is a member of the Global Adviso-
ry Board of Bank of America. He also is an Adjunct Professor of Surgery at UCLA, a visiting Professor at the Imperial College 
of London, and a Professor of Microbiology, Immunology & Molecular Genetics and Professor of Bioengineering at the 
California NanoSystems Institute of UCLA. The Friends of the National Library of Medicine has honored him with their Distin-
guished Medical Science Award.
 
In April 2016, Dr. Soon-Shiong received the Franklin Institute Award for his visionary leadership and commitment to advanc-
ing medical and scientific research and bringing new treatment options to cancer patients. Dr. Soon-Shiong was also 
honored at the Vatican in April 2016 and received the 2016 Pontifical Key Visionary Award. The award recognizes “medical 
innovators who change the course of history and reduce suffering on a global scale by blending visionary thinking with real 
action”.
 
Born and raised during apartheid in South Africa, Dr. Soon-Shiong resides in Los Angeles and is a citizen of the United States.

Patrick Soon-Shiong, MD, FRCS (C), FACS
Founder and CEO, Chairman of the Board, NantHealth
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Daniel J. Hilferty is president and chief executive officer of Independence Blue Cross, one 
of the nation’s leading health insurers. Since Mr. Hilferty became CEO in 2010, the number of 
people the company and its affiliates serve has tripled to more than 8.5 million in 29 states 
and Washington, D.C., including nearly 2.5 million in southeastern Pennsylvania.

Mr. Hilferty’s vision is to lead the transformation of healthcare in America, seeking innova-
tive technologies and new models of care that will increase the quality and lower the cost 
of care. He led the creation of the Independence Blue Cross Center for Health Care Innova-
tion and launched Tandigm Health, a unique joint venture that arms primary care physi-
cians with the tools and data needed to better manage chronic conditions and deliver more 
personalized care. He has built business collaborations with world-renowned institutions 
such as the University of Pennsylvania to conduct cutting-edge research and partnered 
with Blue Cross and Blue Shield plans and other leaders in healthcare to purchase dynamic 
health care companies, including AmeriHealth Caritas, one of the country’s largest Medic-
aid managed care companies.

Mr. Hilferty is a sought-after speaker on leadership, transforming health care, and the role 
of technology and big data. Mr. Hilferty has appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, MSNBC, and other 
national media. 

Mr. Hilferty serves as chairman of the board of directors for the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. He also serves on 
the executive committee of the board of directors of America’s Health Insurance Plans and on the boards of Tandigm Health 
and BCS Financial, an innovation partner for Blue companies. In 2015, he served as co-chair on the executive leadership 
cabinet of the World Meeting of Families.

Deeply committed to the Philadelphia region, Mr. Hilferty serves on the boards of the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Com-
merce, the Catholic Foundation of Greater Philadelphia, and FS Investment Corporation III.

Mr. Hilferty earned his undergraduate degree from St. Joseph’s University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and then served in 
the Jesuit Volunteer Corps running a community center in Portland, Oregon. After earning a master’s degree in public 
administration from American University, he returned to the Philadelphia area where he lives with his wife, Joan. The couple 
has five children: Coeli, Maris, Dan, John, and Matt.

Daniel J. Hilferty 
President & CEO, Independence Blue Cross

Marisa Fabiszewski is a long-time neuro-ocology patient at CHOP.  Diagnosed at 13 years old, Marisa started on a journey 
that grew a desire to help patients like herself.  Marisa studied Nursing at the University of Pittsburgh. During her studies, she 
interned at the Resnick and Storm Neurosurgery Lab in 2014, and was able to collaborate with her neurosurgeon and a team 
of neuroscientists.  She graduated in 2016 with her Nursing Degree and now works as a Registered Nurse at CHOP.  

Marisa Fabiszewski, RN
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
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PC4C Member Insitutions
The Division of Neurosurgery and Center for Data Driven Discovery at 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

The Center for Data Driven Discovery in Biomedicine (D3b) at The Children's Hospital 
of Philadelphia is a nationally recognized Center with the mission to build a transfor-
mative healthcare discovery ecosystem providing innovative care through collabo-

rative, data driven science. D3b consists of leading pediatric and adult researchers and clinicians spanning multiple 
disease disciplines in genomics, molecular diagnostics, clinical research, bioinformatics, computational science and 
software engineering. D3b subject matter experts harness leading technologies to develop integrated, collaborative 
research platforms linking available biospecimens, clinical, genomic and molecular data to inform research and clinical 
care worldwide.

The Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania 

The Penn Medicine Department of Neurosurgery provides comprehensive surgical 
management for disorders of the brain, spinal cord and peripheral nervous system. 
Penn Neurosurgery’s mission focuses on providing exceptional patient care, 
educating future leaders in the field, and conducting leading-edge research. 

Through the Penn Brain Tumor Center, clinicians and researchers from Penn Neurosurgery collaborate with a multi-disci-
plinary team to offer an expansive range of advanced therapeutic options and innovative clinical trials to treat brain tumor 
patients. 

Lewis Katz School of Medicine at Temple University

The Lewis Katz School of Medicine at Temple University is a regional leader in neuro-
sciences research, medical educational and clinical care.  In coordination with the 
Lewis Katz School of Medicine, Fox Chase Cancer Center and Temple Neuroscienc-
es Center serve as the primary site for neuro-oncology clinical services. Temple’s 

neurosurgeons work collaboratively with other specialists such as radiation oncologists and medical oncologists to deliv-
er the new and innovative  medical therapies, surgical procedures, and minimally invasive treatment options. Patients 
have access to a wide range of treatment options for benign and malignant primary brain tumors, spinal cord tumors, 
nervous system malignancies and neurological complications caused by cancer. Additionally, patients have access to 
clinical trials that are only offered at National Cancer Institute-designated cancer centers like Fox Chase Cancer Center. 
The goal for all patients is survival and preservation of function.

Sidney Kimmel Medical College at Thomas Jefferson University

A leading center for practice-changing discovery and comprehensive cancer treat-
ment, the Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center of the Thomas Jefferson University has 
been known as a Designated Center by the National Cancer Institute since 1996, 
and is one of only 69 institutions in the nation to hold this prestigious recognition. 

SKCC is committed to delivering the most advanced, personalized cancer care, made possible through their scientific 
discoveries and breakthroughs in detecting and treating cancer.  SKCC provides access to advanced clinical trials and 
novel treatment strategies throughout the Greater Delaware Valley, realized through our integral sites in Center City Phila-
delphia, Abington, Aria, and the comprehensive, Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center Network.   Routinely ranked amongst the 
top hospitals for cancer care in the United States by US News & World Report, the multi-disciplinary teams at SKCC bring 
together specialists for treatment planning, which results in some of the highest survival rates in the nation.    

RESEARCH INSTITUTE
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Cooper Medical School of Rowan University

The Department of Neurosurgery at Cooper Medical School of Rowan University, in 
cooperation with MD Anderson Cancer Center at Cooper and the Cooper Neurologi-

cal Institute, delivers advanced, comprehensive neurosurgical, radiosurgical, and neuro-oncologic services to the adult 
population of Southern New Jersey. The Brain Tumor Program at Cooper University Hospital provides an attending, driven, 
organized, multidisciplinary approach to the care of our patients in a busy, tertiary referral center.  A CME accredited multi-
disciplinary Brain Tumor Board meets weekly in the Gamma Knife Conference room to review cases from Southern New 
Jersey to determine the best management strategy with the input of our experienced specialists from neurosurgery, 
neuro-oncology, radiation oncology, neuroradiology and pathology. A weekly multidisciplinary Brain Tumor Clinic is staffed 
by experienced attending physicians from Neurosurgery and Radiation Oncology who see patients together in the MD 
Anderson building, and surgery takes place in the new Cooper University Hospital Pavilion which houses cutting edge, 
dedicated neurosurgical operating rooms equipped with intraoperative CT scanners. The Cooper team is dedicated to 
excellence in the comprehensive care of our brain tumor patients.

Drexel Neurosciences Institute at Drexel University College of Medicine

Drexel Neurosciences Institute is dedicated to advancing neuroscience care, 
education and research. The Institute brings together some of the nation's most 
experienced neurologists, neurosurgeons and researchers, providing patients with 
access to the latest procedures and most advanced technologies. DNI is an inno-
vative collaboration between Drexel University College of Medicine and Global 

Neurosciences Institute (GNI). The collaboration harnesses the long history of academic excellence and commitment to 
research at Drexel University College of Medicine with the extensive experience of GNI's neurosurgeons and neurologists.

The Hyundai Cancer Institute at The Children’s Hospital of Orange County 

Named one of the best children’s hospitals in 2016 by U.S. News & World Report and 
a Leapfrog Top Hospital for the highest quality of care, Children’s Hospital of Orange 

County (CHOC Children’s) is exclusively committed to the health and well-being of children through clinical expertise, 
advocacy, outreach, education and research that brings advanced treatment to pediatric and adolescent patients.  The 
Hyundai Cancer Institute at CHOC Children's, one of four Centers of Excellence, encompasses a broad range of service 
locations including a 34-bed oncology inpatient unit, an outpatient oncology clinic and an outpatient procedure and 
infusion unit that houses 20 outpatient infusion stations, two isolation rooms and a state-of-the-art "Infusionarium" 
where patients can experience a fully immersive media experience while receiving their treatment.  Each year, the Hyun-
dai Cancer Institute accommodates 150-180 patients newly diagnosed with cancer.  In addition to the staff of attending 
pediatric oncologists, patients and families receive care from hematology-oncology fellows [joint fellowship program 
with the University of California, Irvine (UC Irvine) School of Medicine], advanced practitioners, social workers, psycholo-
gists, child life specialists, and nursing staff well-versed in the administration therapeutics and the management of 
patients ranging from newborns to young adults.  The medical oncology team is supported by a cadre of surgeons, inter-
ventional radiologists, radiologists, radiation oncologists and pathologists who specialize in providing quality treatment 
to pediatric and adolescent patients with cancer.  In addition, the Hyundai Cancer Institute offers inpatient Adolescent 
and Young Adult (AYA) patient rooms and a lounge area specifically designed to cater to teenagers and young 
20-year-olds.  CHOC Children’s has participated in the Children’s Oncology Group (COG) and its legacy consortium 
Children’s Cancer Group (CCG) for almost 30 years.  In 2006, CHOC was selected to participate in the COG Phase 1 Consor-
tium and is one of only two institutions in California to have this exclusive designation.




